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in a suit of lustrine, with gold braid on all the seams, and
black silk stockings. He was really a comical figure, and
looked more like a stage grandfather than a mighty monarch.
He came into the theatre with his hat under his arm, lead-
ing his sister by the hand. Every one was staring at him, for
only a few very old men could remember having seen him
clad in anything but riding-boots and uniform.
At Potsdam I saw the king commanding the first bat-
talion of grenadiers of the guards in person. This battalion
was composed of men chosen for their looks and their
bravery. The room in which I lodged at the inn was op-
posite a corridor, up and down which the king passed when
he went to the chateau. The shutters of the windows in
this corridor were always closed, and the landlady told us
that once when the pretty dancer Reggiana was lodging in
the room we were then occupying, the king chanced to see
her through the window en deshabille> and was so shocked
that he ordered the shutters to be put up; and though the
incident was four years old at the time of our visit they
had never been taken down. The king was no doubt afraid
of being treated as severely as la Barbarina had treated
him. We saw a portrait of this lady in his bedroom, and
one of La Cochois, who was the sister of the actress who
became the Marquise d'Argens, and one of the Empress
Maria Theresa, with whom he had been in love, principally,
I imagine, from a desire to call himself emperor.
Rooms in the castle were a contrast to that in which the
king slept. A miserable little room, with a small bed hidden
behind a screen; no slippers, no dressing-gown, only an old
night-cap, which a valet de chambre told us Frederick put on
when he had a cold, and on the top of which he wore his
hat. It must have been inconvenient for sleeping in. A
table stood before a sofa, covered with paper, pens, an ink-
stand, and some half-burnt copybooks. The same valet told
us these books had contained the history of the last war;
ind some of them having; been burnt by accident, the king